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conduct oi the junior ratings of my Staff; well indeed
did the Signal personnel, under the leadership of the
excellent Senior Petty Officer, shed the light of their
assiduity and devotedness to duty over all the other ships
and thereby ensured that the whole of the Signal organiza-
tion of the Squadron worked smoothly. The admirable
sentiments of the people of my Staff is one of the few
pleasant memories I retain of my period of command at
Scapa Flow.

In order to raise the contentment of the men, I put a
request before the local English Naval Commander that
he should seek by personal interview to have the orders
for the forbidden shore leave and for the censorship of
our letters rescinded; there were also other requests,
but of less importance, which I mentioned to him. During
the course of the conversation it transpired that on the
subject of authorizing the shore leave the English Admiral
himself had nothing against it, but still he would first
have to ask the Admiralty. As I knew what the views of
the Admiralty were, I knew perfectly well that the sug-
gestion would again be refused. Concerning the censor-
ship of the mails he proposed to meet my request by
installing the censor's office on board one of his own
ships. This arrangement had the result of establishing
the censor's office shortly afterwards, but unfortunately
it also soon came to an end, at least for private
correspondence.
I sought, further, for an English dispatch boat to
attend on me on the routine visits to my ships, as to my
regret I could not be certain that my barge would not be
used by others behind my back and unknown to the
English. The request was agreed to.